a)

DOV/19/00105 – Erection of a detached dwelling, with associated parking
and creation of vehicular access (existing boundary wall to be removed) Land adjacent to 44 Foster Way, Deal
Reason for report: Deferred at Planning Committee meeting of 18 April 2019.

b)

Summary of Recommendation
Planning permission be refused.

c)

Planning Policies and Guidance
Core Strategy Policies


CP1 – Requires that the location and scale of development complies with the
Settlement Hierarchy. Deal is identified as a District Centre, which is the
secondary focus for development in the District; suitable for urban scale
development.



CP6 - Development that generates a demand for infrastructure will only be
permitted if the necessary infrastructure is either already in place, or there is
a reliable mechanism to ensure that it will be provided at the time it is
needed.



DM1 - Development will not be permitted outside of the settlement confines,
unless it is specifically justified by other development plan policies, or it
functionally requires such a location, or it is ancillary to existing development
or uses.



DM11 - Development that would generate high levels of travel will only be
permitted within the urban areas in locations that are, or can be made to be,
well served by a range of means of transport.



DM13 - Parking provision should be design-led, based upon an area's
characteristics, the nature of the development and design objectives, having
regard for the guidance in Table 1.1 of the Core Strategy.

National Planning Policy Framework 2018 (NPPF)


Paragraph 2 states that “planning law requires that applications for planning
permission must be determined in accordance with the development plan,
unless material considerations indicate otherwise”.



Paragraph 8 of the NPPF states that there are three dimensions to
sustainable development: economic, social and environmental. These three
overarching objectives are interdependent and need to be pursued in a
mutually supportive way.



Paragraph 11 states that where development accords with an up-to-date
development plan it should be approved without delay; or where there are
no relevant policies or the most important policies for the determination of
the application are out of date, then also granting consent. Where there is a
clear reason for refusing the proposed development due to conflict with an
area/asset of particular importance (as identified in the framework); and/or
where any adverse impacts of granting permission significantly and

demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when taking the Framework as a whole,
then planning permission should be refused.


Paragraph 12 states that the presumption in favour of sustainable
development does not change the statutory status of the development plan
as the starting point for decision making.



Paragraph 47 ‘Planning law requires that applications for planning
permission be determined in accordance with the development plan, unless
material considerations indicate otherwise. Decisions on applications should
be made as quickly as possible, and within statutory timescales unless a
longer period has been agreed by the applicant in writing’.



Chapter five of the NPPF seeks to significantly boost the supply of housing,
requiring Local Planning Authorities to identify specific deliverable sites
sufficient to provide five years’ worth of housing.



Chapter nine of the NPPF seeks to promote sustainable transport.



Chapter twelve seeks to achieve well-designed places, with the creation of
high quality buildings and places being fundamental to what planning and
development process should achieve.



Chapter fifteen requires that the planning system contributes to and
enhances the natural and local environment, by recognising the intrinsic
character and beauty of the countryside, protecting valued landscapes,
geological conservation interests and soils, recognising the value of
ecosystems, minimising impacts on, and where possible enhancing,
biodiversity, preventing pollution and remediating contamination.



Chapter sixteen of the NPPF seeks to conserve and enhance the historic
environment.



Paragraph 177 states ‘The presumption in favour of development does not
apply where development requiring appropriate assessment because of its
potential impact on a habitats site is being planned or determined.’

The Kent Design Guide
The guide provides criteria and advice on providing well designed development,
emphasising that context should form part of the decision making around design.
d)

Relevant Planning History
DOV/15/00327 – Erection of 9 chalet bungalows, associated parking and vehicular
access – Granted
DOV/16/00998 – Erection of two detached dwellings and creation of parking –
Refused and Dismissed at Appeal
DOV/16/01038 – Variation of condition 2 of planning permission DOV/15/00327 to
allow amendments to the approved plans (amendments to the rear dormer roof
extensions on chalet bungalows and alterations to fenestrations) (section 73
application) – Refused and Allowed at Appeal

DOV/17/00194 – Variation of condition 2 of planning permission DOV/15/00327 to
allow amendments to the approved plans (amendments to the rear dormer roof
extensions on chalet bungalows and alterations to fenestrations) (section 73
application) – Refused
DOV/17/00514 - Variation of condition 2 of planning permission DOV/15/00327 to
allow changes to approved plans (application under section 73) – Granted
DOV/17/00832 – Erection of a detached dwelling – Granted
DOV/17/01022 - Erection of a detached dwelling with associated parking and
creation of vehicular access - Refused
In addition to the above applications, the following applications, which relate to
neighbouring sites, are of note in the assessment of the current application.
210 Middle Deal Road, Deal (Rear of Site with Access Proposed off Foster Way)
DOV/04/01318 – 2No. detached two storey 3 bedroom houses – Granted
Land Rear of 41 Dola Avenue, Deal
DOV/04/01287 – Erection of two detached bungalows – Refused and Dismissed
at Appeal.
DOV/06/01461 – Erection of one detached chalet bungalow – Refused and
Allowed at Appeal.
DOV/17/01022 - Erection of a detached dwelling with associated parking and
creation of vehicular access. Refused and dismissed at appeal.
DOV/17/01369 - Erection of single storey dwelling with associated parking and
creation of vehicular access. Refused and dismissed at appeal.
DOV/18/01006 - Erection of a detached dwelling with associated parking and
creation of vehicular access. Refused.
e)

Consultee and Third Party Responses
Deal Town Council – object to the planning application for the following reasons:
- over development of site,
- proximity to adjacent houses,
- party wall cannot be removed
- amended proposal does not address issues in DDCs previous refusal
Southern Water – no objection raised. An informative has been recommended to
be attached in the event of grant of permission.
County Highways – this development proposal does not meet the criteria to
warrant involvement from the Highway Authority in accordance with the current
consultation protocol arrangements.

Public Representations:

Twenty four (24) representations received objecting to the planning application
and raising the following relevant planning matters:
 would erode the openness
 over intensification of the site.
 Removal of boundary wall will result in increase in parking in Foster Way.
 The current gap provides a pleasant break between developments.
 Extremely overbearing.
 Loss of privacy, security.
 Tunnelling effect.
 Landscaping as approved under the previous application never materialised
and the reason this area is looking as waste ground is because the builder
refuses to finish clearing this site and therefore is using this area as a dumping
ground for building materials.
 Would result in the overdevelopment of the site.
 The development would obstruct views.
 Fails to integrate into the area.
 Out of keeping with Belvedere Gardens and Foster Way homes and appears
very cramped.
 Does not address the reasons why planning permission was rejected on 4
previous occasions and 3 rejections by the Planning Inspectorate.
 Affects the lives of the residents of Foster Way.
f)

1.

The Site and the Proposal

1.1

The site lies within a wholly residential area of Deal. The area has a mixed
character with linear and perimeter block development to the south east and
winding cul-de-sacs to the north west. The scale and form of development is equally
varied, with a mixture of detached, semi-detached and terraced properties of one,
one and a half or two storeys in height, although distinctive styles of dwellings are
typically found grouped together.

1.2

The site itself lies at the end of a row of nine dwellings which are understood to
have been substantially completed (some of these dwellings appear to have been
occupied). The access road is now known as Belvedere Gardens.

1.3

The site was previously intended, under the original application (DOV/15/00327, as
amended) and a subsequent Section 73 application to provide residential garden.
However, the development has not been completed and the site remains vacant.
The approved landscaping has not been carried out. More recently, trenches have
been dug and concrete slabs (which have the appearance of foundations) have
been poured on site.

1.4

This application seeks permission for the erection of a detached two storey dwelling
which would be located towards Foster Way (south west) end of the site. It is
proposed to demolish the existing boundary wall along the northwest boundary of
the site to provide access off Foster Way. The dwelling would be provided with one
car parking space which would be accessed from Foster Way. It is important to note
that the dwelling which is the subject of the current application is in about the same
location as the dwelling which was refused and subsequently dismissed at appeal,
under application number DOV/16/00998 and in the same location as the recently
refused dwellings under application numbers DOV/17/01022, DOV/17/01369 and
DOV/18/01006. The Inspector's decision, the decision notice for the refusal and the
changes which have been made will be important considerations in the assessment
of this application.

1.5

A report covering this application was previously reported to Committee at its
meeting held on 18th April 2019. Members resolved to defer determination of the
application to allow for the provision of an updated/additional report to
address/clarify comments made by the applicant (in writing) before the April
Planning Committee. A report addressing these matters is included as an
addendum attached at Appendix 1). Regard has been had to whether the
correspondence received from the applicant raises any material planning issues
relevant to the consideration of this application.

2.

Main Issues

2.1

The main issues are:
1. The principle of the development
2. The impact on the character and appearance of the area
3. The impact on residential amenity
4. The impact on the highway network
5. The impact on ecology
Assessment
Principle of Development

2.2

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 states that if
regard is to be had to the development plan for the purpose of any determination to
be made under the planning Acts, the determination must be made in accordance
with the plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

2.3

The site lies within the settlement confines of Deal. It is considered that the principle
of the development is acceptable, subject to site-specific considerations.
Impact on the Character and Appearance of the Area

2.4

It is considered relevant to draw a comparative analysis between the previous
refusals, appeal decisions and the current application. To date, there have been
four refusals followed by three dismissed appeals, relating to the erection of a
dwelling on this site.

2.5

Application DOV/16/00998, which proposed a dwelling on the site, was refused, in
part, due to the harm it would cause to the character and appearance of the area.
The reason for refusal read:
“The proposed development, by virtue of the location, layout, scale and
design of the dwellings, together with their relationship with adjoining
properties, would create a cramped and congested form of development, out
of character with the pattern of development within the area. Consequently,
the development would fail to integrate into, and cause harm to, the character
and quality of the area, contrary to paragraphs 17, 58, 59, 60, 61 and 64 of
the National Planning Policy Framework”.

2.6

This decision was subsequently dismissed at appeal. In respect of the proposed
dwelling on the current application site which would have been a detached chalet

bungalow of similar design to the approved dwellings in Belvedere Gardens, the
Inspector commented at paragraphs 6, 7 and 8 of her Appeal Decision:
“No 24 would occupy a plot at the end of a run of new semi-detached chalet
this run of buildings and would have very limited effect on the street scene
from Dola Avenue, being separated by some distance. I am again advised
that the plot was proposed to form a garden area under the permitted
scheme, which would give a pleasant, spacious character to this end of the
development. However, given that the siting, scale and design of No 24 would
reflect that of the adjacent new buildings, I consider that the character and
appearance of the wider development, of itself, would not be significantly
altered by the introduction of this additional unit.
Notwithstanding, this end of the development, and particularly the plot which
would accommodate No 24, is clearly visible from Foster Way. From there,
the plot offers separation between the individual style of the new development
and existing houses in Foster Way, particularly Nos 44 and 42. This gap
provides a sense of openness between the two streets and is currently
dominated by a tall tree. No 24 would significantly erode this openness,
partially obscuring the tree from Foster Way, which would result in a cramped
appearance to this end of the development when viewed from Foster Way.
Furthermore, No 24 would present a rear elevation to Foster Way, bounded
by a wall enclosing the dwelling from the road, which would be generally out
of keeping with the front elevations interacting with the road in this vicinity.
For these reasons, No 24 would appear out of keeping with the general form
and pattern of development of the surrounding area.
In light of the above, I conclude that the proposed development would
significantly harm the character and appearance of the area. This would be
contrary to the aims of the National Planning Policy Framework (the
Framework), in particular Paragraphs 17, 58, 60 and 64 which among other
things seek high quality design that responds to local character, promotes
local distinctiveness and takes opportunities to improve the character and
quality of an area. Paragraphs 59 and 61 are of no significant relevance to
this appeal in that they respectively relate to design codes and policies and to
connectivity between people and places”.
2.7

In summary, the Inspector concluded that the development would cause no harm to
the visual amenity of Belvedere Gardens or Dola Avenue. However, the Inspector
considered that: the dwelling on the current application site would be clearly visible
from Foster Way; the gap created by the site provides an important sense of
openness; the loss of this gap would cause a cramped appearance to the
development when viewed from Foster Way; and the design of the development
would be out-of-keeping with the properties in Foster Way.

2.8

Subsequently, a further application was submitted on this site, under application
number DOV/17/01022 for a chalet bungalow. The size and general form of the
building proposed by that application was similar to the previously dismissed
scheme, but was located around half a metre further from the side elevation of
No.22 Belvedere Gardens and consequently closer to the boundary with No.44
Foster Way. Whilst the detailed design was amended, the changes were not
significant and, as such, the development was not considered to have overcome the
previous concerns. The application was therefore refused and subsequently,
dismissed at appeal.

2.9

In respect of the proposed dwelling on the current application site, the Inspector in
his decision commented at paragraph 8:
“The chalet bungalow proposed in Appeal B would reflect the scale and
appearance of the neighbouring development, and the entrance from Foster
Way means that it would relate to neighbouring dwellings in that road. As
such, it would not harm the character and appearance of the surrounding
area”.
It is noted that the Inspector in his assessment, did not comment upon the
importance of this gap which was discussed by the previous Inspector for a similar
scheme refused under (DOV/16/00998). It is considered that the assessment
regarding the sense of openness that this gap provides remains relevant in this
instance and has been discussed at length at paragraph 2.14.

2.10

A further application was submitted on this site, under application number
DOV/17/01369 for a single storey dwelling in a similar location as, and having a
similar footprint to, the refused and discussed schemes. However, the scale of the
building had been significantly reduced to a single storey height and, consequently,
the design had also been amended. The proposal was refused on the grounds of
impact on visual amenity and unacceptable impact on residential amenity and was
dismissed at appeal.

2.11

In respect of the proposed single storey bungalow, the Inspector in his decision
commented at paragraphs 6 and 7:
“The appeal site is prominent in views along Foster Way as it is located at the
end of the road. The bungalow proposed would contrast with the surrounding
development. It would be low and there is a wall that forms the boundary to
the Foster Way, limiting views into the site. Nevertheless, the roof of the
proposed bungalow would be visible and would appear incongruous between
the two storey houses at 42-44 Foster Way and chalet bungalows in
Belvedere Avenue and at 27 Foster Way.
I note that there are other bungalows at the other end of Belvedere Avenue.
However, these are located a short distance away, within a different
immediate context and in a less prominent location. As such, they do not
affect my conclusions as to the effect of the proposed bungalow in Appeal A
on the character and appearance of the area.”

2.12

In summary, the Inspector concluded that by virtue of its overall form and design,
the proposed single storey bungalow would be out of keeping with the properties in
the street and deemed it unacceptable in terms of its impact on the visual amenity.

2.13

The fourth application was submitted on this site, under application number
DOV/18/01006 for a two storey dwelling in a similar location as, and having a
similar footprint to the current application and the refused and discussed schemes.
Consequently, the proposal was refused by the authority of Planning Committee on
the grounds of impact on visual amenity and unacceptable impact on residential
amenity.

2.14

Members will note that the site is visible from Foster Way and it was the impact of
the development from here that led to the previous refusals and three dismissed
appeals. This application introduces a dwelling of a substantial scale which is
similar in scale and design to the previously refused scheme (DOV/18/01006). It is
also relevant to note that it is substantially larger than the other three previously
refused and dismissed schemes in terms of overall massing and height. As such,

the issue with regards to the intrusion of the sense of openness raised by the
previous Inspector remains unaddressed. The application site functions as a
transition space between the developments on either side and facilitates their coexistence in an amenable manner. Prior to concluding, regard must also be had to
the detailed design of the scheme which should be assessed in conjunction with the
identified harm which would be caused by virtue of erosion of an important
transition gap. The overall appearance of the building would remain consistent with
the overall appearance of the dwellings in the immediate vicinity to the southwest
(i.e. nos 42 and 44 Foster Way), thereby exhibiting stark differences in terms of
design with respect to the dwellings immediately adjoining the application site to the
northeast. Given the clash of architectural styles, it is felt that the need for the
retention of open space between the developments becomes even more
pronounced. Whilst the proposal replicates the design of the immediately adjoining
properties in Foster Way, it is not considered that this design overcomes the
concerns raised regarding its impact on the character and appearance of the street
scene.
Impact on Neighbours
2.15

The most recent applications DOV/18/01006 and DOV/17/01022 were refused, in
part due to the unacceptable sense of enclosure to, and corresponding loss of
outlook from, that property, resulting in an unacceptable loss of amenity to No.44
Foster Way. Moreover, in dismissing the appeal (DOV/17/01022), at paragraphs 11
and 13 of the appeal decision, the Inspector commented that:
“The chalet bungalow proposed in Appeal B would have a side gable end
facing towards the boundary of no.44 and would replace previous mature
planting on the appeal site. The relationship between the proposed chalet
bungalow and no.44 would result in the proposed chalet bungalow dominating
that front garden area and the front windows of no.44 to create a tunnelling
effect similar to that referred to in the previous appeal decision. The modest
gap between the dwelling and the boundary and removal of boundary wall
would not materially alter that effect.
For these reasons, I conclude that the proposal in Appeal B would result in
harm to the living conditions of the occupiers of 44 Foster Way by reason of
outlook. As such, the development in Appeal B (DOV/17/01022) would be
contrary to policies contained within the Framework that seek a high quality of
design and a good standard of living conditions for existing occupants of
buildings”.

2.16

It is considered that the thrust of the above assessment remains relevant in this
instance. For ease of understanding, it would be relevant to draw a comparison
between the two schemes (DOV/17/01022 and DOV/19/00105 (current)) with a view
to fully understand the associated impacts.

2.17

The height of the proposed dwelling is about the same height as the previous
scheme (DOV/17/01022); however, it has been amended from a chalet style
bungalow (which had a lower eaves height of approximately 2.5m) to a two storey
dwelling with a gable roof with an eaves height of approximately 3.9m and a ridge
height of 7.5m. The gable ends would face Belvedere Gardens and Foster Way to
the southeast and northwest respectively whilst the southwest roofslope would face
nos 42 and 44 and the northeast roofslope would face no.22. In summary, it means
that the proposed dwelling has been orientated such that the longer and bulkier
elevation would face the neighbouring properties in question, i.e. nos. 42 and 44,

albeit the gables would no longer be adjacent to these neighbours. It is considered
that the proposal would result in a severe sense of enclosure, loss of outlook and
overshadowing and would thereby unduly prejudice the living conditions of the
occupiers of no.44. It is considered that having regard for the previous refused
applications and dismissed appeals, this harm is sufficient to warrant a refusal.
2.18

Whilst unacceptable harm would be caused to the living conditions of no.44, the side
elevation of No.42 does not contain any windows and, as such, no sense of
enclosure, loss of light or overshadowing would occur.

2.19

Concerns have been raised by third parties that the development would obstruct
views. However, the loss of or harm to a view is not a material planning consideration
and cannot, therefore, be attributed weight.
Living Conditions of Future Occupiers

2.20

The dwelling proposed would be of a reasonable size, would be naturally lit and
ventilated and would have access to a private external amenity area. An area is
shown on the submitted drawings for the convenient and discrete storage of refuge.
Consequently, it is considered that the living conditions of future occupiers would be
acceptable.
Highways/Travel Impacts

2.21

The application proposes the provision of one car parking space, which would be
accessed from Foster Way.

2.22

The dwelling is shown to provide two bedrooms and is within a suburban location.
Table 1.1 of the Core Strategy advises that 2-bed dwellings in such locations will be
expected to provide 1 allocated car parking space, with an additional 0.2 spaces
provided for visitors. As such, the development would give rise to a need for 1.2 car
parking spaces. Consequently, the development would be deficient in car parking,
albeit by a fraction of a space. It is acknowledged, as set out by third parties, that car
parking in Foster Way is constrained, particularly in the evenings and at weekends.
Whilst the development would be likely to increase pressure for visitor parking at
Foster Way, it is not considered that this additional pressure would amount to a
severe cumulative impact on the road network or cause an unacceptable impact on
the highway safety, which is the relevant test within the NPPF (paragraph 109). It is
noted that none of the previous applications were refused or dismissed on highway
grounds.

2.23

The submitted drawings show the provision of vertical cycle storage, consistent with
the storage which has been provided for the approved dwellings in Belvedere
Gardens. This provision is considered to be acceptable, subject to a condition
ensuring that the storage is provided at the time of occupation.
Ecology

2.24

Having regard for Natural England’s Standing Advice, it is not considered that the site
includes any features likely to provide habitat for protected or notable species.
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, Regulation 63:
Appropriate Assessment

2.25

All impacts of the development have been considered and assessed. It is concluded
that the only aspect of the development that causes uncertainty regarding the likely
significant effects on a European Site is the potential disturbance of birds due to
increased recreational activity at Sandwich Bay and Pegwell Bay.

2.26

Detailed surveys at Sandwich Bay and Pegwell Bay were carried out in 2011, 2012
and 2018. However, applying a precautionary approach and with the best scientific
knowledge in the field, it is not currently possible to discount the potential for housing
development within Dover district, when considered in-combination with all other
housing development within the district, to have a likely significant effect on the
protected Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA and Ramsar sites.

2.27

Following consultation with Natural England, the identified pathway for such a likely
significant effect is an increase in recreational activity which causes disturbance,
predominantly by dog-walking, of the species which led to the designation of the sites
and the integrity of the sites themselves.

2.28

The Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA and Ramsar Mitigation Strategy was
agreed with Natural England in 2012 and is still considered to be effective in
preventing or reducing the harmful effects of housing development on the sites.

2.29

Given the limited scale of the development proposed by this application, a
contribution towards the Councils Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA and Ramsar
Mitigation Strategy will not be required as the costs of administration would negate
the benefit of collecting a contribution. However, the development would still be
mitigated by the Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA and Ramsar Mitigation
Strategy as the Council will draw on existing resources to fully implement the agreed
Strategy.
Other Matters

2.30

This report includes an addendum report (attached at Appendix 1) which considers
matters raised by the applicant about the processing of the application and previous
advice given by officers. None of the issues arising from the conclusion of the
addendum report are considered to have a bearing on the recommendation (in
planning terms) set out herein.

3.

Conclusion

3.1

It is not considered that the development has overcome the concerns which led to
the refusal of the previous applications (DOV/16/00998, DOV/17/01022,
DOV/17/01369 and DOV/18/01006) and the subsequent dismissal of the appeals in
relation to the same, insofar as they relate to the development of the current
application site. In particular, the development would cause unacceptable harm to the
character and appearance of the area and harm to the residential amenity of No.44
Foster Way. For these reasons, it is recommended that planning permission be
refused.

g)

Recommendation
I

Planning permission be REFUSED for the following reasons:
1. The proposed development, by virtue of the location, layout, scale and design of
the dwellings, together with their relationship with adjoining properties, would
create a cramped and congested form of development, out of character with the
pattern of development within the area. Consequently, the development would fail
to integrate into, and cause harm to, the character and quality of the area,

contrary to paragraphs 127, 130 and 131 of the National Planning Policy
Framework.
2. The proposed dwelling, by virtue of its location, scale and relationship with No.44
Foster Way, would cause an unacceptable sense of enclosure to, and
corresponding loss of outlook from, that property, resulting in an unacceptable
loss of amenity, contrary to paragraphs 127 of the National Planning Policy
Framework.
II

Powers to be delegated to the Head of Regeneration and Development to settle any
necessary matters in line with the issues set out in the recommendation and as
resolved by the Planning Committee.
Case Officer
Benazir Kachchhi

Appendix 1

a) Addendum to Committee Report of 18 April 2019
Introduction
1.1

This application was presented to planning committee on 18th April 2019
when it was recommended that planning permission be refused for the
following reasons:
1. The proposed development, by virtue of the location, layout, scale and
design of the dwellings, together with their relationship with adjoining
properties, would create a cramped and congested form of development,
out of character with the pattern of development within the area.
Consequently, the development would fail to integrate into, and cause
harm to, the character and quality of the area, contrary to paragraphs 127,
130 and 131 of the National Planning Policy Framework.
2. The proposed dwelling, by virtue of its location, scale and relationship with
No.44 Foster Way, would cause an unacceptable sense of enclosure to,
and corresponding loss of outlook from, that property, resulting in an
unacceptable loss of amenity, contrary to paragraphs 127 of the National
Planning Policy Framework.

1.2

At the April Committee meeting, members resolved to defer determination of
the application to allow for: the provision of an updated/additional report which
addresses/clarifies the comments made by the applicant before the Planning
Committee.
Clarification

1.3

Four letters were received from the applicant prior to the Planning Committee
in April which were circulated to the members directly by the applicant. The
letters were received on 11th, 12th, 15th and 18th April respectively. The letters
are attached at Appendix 2. From the review of the applicant’s letters, it is
apparent that matters raised predominantly reflect the opinion of the applicant
rather than providing new evidence which is material to the determination of
the planning application. Nevertheless, the application was deferred so that
responses could be provided to these letters and to allow members to
consider these responses in advance of the next committee meeting.
The following matters were raised in the letters received from the applicant:
A) The letters dated 12th April 2019 and 15th April 2019 refer to paragraph 1.4
which states, “More recently, trenches have been dug and concrete slabs
(which have the appearance of foundations) have been poured on site.”
In relation to this matter, the applicant contends that these were required to
construct the retaining wall in order to raise the pathway and facilitate
disabled access into no.22 Belvedere Gardens. At the time of the site visit, it
was noted that a raised platform had been constructed to the side elevation
of no.22; however, it is not considered that the location of the trenches on

site support the applicant’s assertion, as they are perpendicular to the
raised platform. Photos of the trenches are attached at Appendix 3 for
reference.
B) I refer to the EXHIBIT 3 from the letter dated 15th April 2019. This diagram
shows that the part of the dividing boundary with no.44 and the boundary
wall fronting Foster Way would be removed. The applicant is of the opinion
that the removal of the boundary wall overcomes the Inspector’s concerns
regarding the ‘tunnelling’ effect and the sense of enclosure. However, the
‘tunnelling’ effect cited in previous refusals and dismissed appeals would be
caused by the side elevation of the proposed dwelling and not the wall.
Members will note that the previous officers and Inspectors raised concerns
regarding the sense of enclosure caused by virtue of the scale, siting and
proximity of the proposed dwelling to no.44, which constituted one of the
reasons for refusal. It is felt that the applicant’s understanding in relation to
the Inspector’s concerns regarding the tunnelling effect and the sense of
enclosure is therefore misconceived. The removal of the wall as shown on
the diagram does not overcome the reason for refusal as asserted by the
applicant.
C) The applicant has referred to an e-mail sent by a previous case officer to
him on 10th November 2015, which he alleges states that: 1) the applicant
contends that the site was never intended to be used as residential garden;
(2) the inclusion of the land within the Garden of Unit 9 was to ‘fool’ the
neighbours; and (3) planning permission for the land was conceded by the
previous case officer.
(1) Amended drawings were received which incorporated the land within
the garden of Unit 9 and these drawings were approved. A copy of the
approved plan is included at appendix 4.
(2) The case officer’s e-mail begins by suggesting the land that would
have previously been used for an access onto Foster Way be incorporated
into the garden of Unit 9, rather than being left vacant, to alleviate “concerns
about rubbish dumping, anti-social behaviour etc.”. There was no intention
to ‘fool’ neighbours as suggested by the applicant and there is nothing in the
e-mail to corroborate this allegation. For the avoidance of doubt, the
relevant part of the e-mail reads:
“Firstly, some residents were concerned by the area being left as open
space outside the ownership of any one property (due to concerns
about rubbish dumping, anti-social behaviour etc.). Would it be
possible to include this left over area within the garden of Unit 9, but
providing a fence running from adjacent to the front door to where the
tree is shown? This would give ownership to the space and would be
likely to alleviate this concern”.
(3) The applicant further avers that it is his understanding that planning
permission for this piece of land has been “conceded”. This is not supported
by the comments in the officer’s e-mail. The section of the email identified
by the applicant confirms that the inclusion of the land within the garden
area of Unit 9 would not prevent the applicant from later making an
application for the erection of a dwelling on the land, but does not provide
any commentary on the likelihood of any application being successful, let

alone provide any support for such a scheme. Again, for the avoidance of
doubt, the relevant part of the e-mail reads:
“I understand that you may submit an application for a new dwelling
on this land at a later date; however, it is not considered that including
this land within the curtilage of Unit 9 would prejudice this”.
D) The applicant states that the development cannot be completed or the
landscaping cannot be carried out until planning permission for this site is
determined/granted. The site was previously intended, under the original
application (DOV/15/00327, as amended by Section 73 applications) to
provide residential garden, as shown on the approved plan. A condition was
attached to that permission requiring that a landscaping scheme be
submitted for approval and then carried out within 12 months of the
completion of that development. The application site remains vacant and
the approved landscaping scheme has not been carried out.
E) The applicant is of the opinion that it should be referred to as a one and half
storey dwelling as opposed to a two storey dwellinghouse as advertised.
The description of the dwelling as a two storey or one and a half storey is
not considered to be fundamental to the determination of the application,
rather the key issue relates to the details shown on the submitted plans and
an assessment of whether the scheme as presented is appropriate for the
location. This said, it is perhaps worth noting that Inspectors reporting on
the appeals covering DOV/17/01369 and DOV/17/01022 described the
properties of 42-44 Foster Way (which the current application seeks to
replicate) as “two storey houses”.
F) The applicant refers to a sentence from a previous appeal decision from
within the officer report which states, “Furthermore, No 24 would present a
rear elevation to Foster Way,…”
As is made clear in the April 2019 officer report, however, this is a quote
from a previous appeal decision relating to the site and is not a description
of the current proposal which clearly fronts Foster Way.
Conclusion
1.4

On assessment of the correspondence received from the applicant, it is not
felt that it raises any material planning issues which justify setting aside the
recommendation in the officer report to refuse planning permission. The
applicant disagrees with the reasons for refusal; however, no compelling case
has been presented to your officers which would overcome the previous
reasons for refusal. Accordingly, the previous conclusions drawn in relation to
the current application remain unchanged. The current application has been
assessed as causing material harm.

1.5

Whilst the site lies within the settlement confines, in accordance with policy
DM1, it is not considered that the development has overcome the concerns
which led to the refusal of the previous applications (DOV/16/00998,
DOV/17/01022, DOV/17/01369 and DOV/18/01006) and the subsequent
dismissal of the appeals in relation to the same, insofar as they relate to the
development of the current application site. In particular, the development
which is the subject of the current application would cause unacceptable harm
to the character and appearance of the area and harm to the residential

amenity of No.44 Foster Way. For these reasons, it is recommended that
planning permission be refused.

Appendix 2

 Letter dated 11th April 2019
 Letter dated 12th April 2019
 Letter dated 15th April 2019
 Letter dated 18th April 2019

Letter dated 11th April 2019

Letter dated 12th April 2019
Case Officer Benazir Kachchhi recommended that Planning permission be REFUSED
for only the 2 following reasons:
!/ “Would create a cramped and congested form of development, out of character with the
pattern of development within the area. Consequently, the development would fail to
integrate into, and cause harm to, the character and quality of the area”,
See contradictory response from the Inspector below

AJ Steen BA (Hons) DipTP MRTPI Inspector Appointed by the Secretary of State
The chalet bungalow proposed in Appeal B (2 storey) would reflect the scale
and appearance of neighbouring development, and the entrance from Foster
Way means that it would relate to neighbouring dwellings in that road. As
such, it would not harm the character and appearance of the surrounding area.
Case Officer Benazir Kachchhi
2/ “Would cause an unacceptable sense of enclosure to, and corresponding loss of outlook
from, that property, resulting in an unacceptable loss of amenity”,
See attached plan showing huge additional outlook once wall is removed
Case Officer Benazir Kachchhi has again quoted Mr Luke Blasklett’s former report
1.3 The site was previously intended, under the original application (DOV/15/00327, as
amended) and a subsequent Section 73 application to provide residential garden. However,
the development has not been completed and the site remains vacant. The approved
landscaping has not been carried out. More recently, trenches have been dug and concrete
slabs (which have the appearance of foundations) have been poured on site.
See attached email Luke Blaskett clearly showing that this land was never ever intended as garden
land and asking me to hoodwink the neighbours, which I refused due to Honesty and Integrity
issues. Please also note confirmation for this to be a building plot.The foundation was to build a
support wall for the entrance of No 20 Belvedere Gardens
From: Luke Blaskett [mailto:Luke.Blaskett@DOVER.GOV.UK] Sent: To Easton Builder Ltd
10 November 2015 16:38 Subject: RE: Dola Avenue pedestrian access
Hi Tony, Thank you for the drawing. You may curse me for this, but I have a couple of comments.
Firstly, some residents were concerned by the area being left as open space outside the ownership
of any one property (due to concerns about rubbish dumping, anti-social behaviour etc.). Would it
be possible to include this left over area within the garden of Unit 9, but providing a fence running
from adjacent to the front door to where the tree is shown? This would give ownership to the
space and would be likely to alleviate this concern. I understand that you may submit an
application for a new dwelling on this land at a later date; however, it is not considered that
including this land within the curtilage of Unit 9 would prejudice this. Secondly, it is noted that the
dropped kerb on Foster Way is still shown on the drawings, which may lead to some confusion or
concerns that an access will be added at a later date. From our discussions I know that this is not the
case, but for the purposes of avoiding uncertainty for residents, it is recommended that the dropped
kerb is not shown on the drawings. I hope this is of assistance and doesn’t cause any issues.
Thanks, Luke.

Mr Dave Robinson (Planning Manager) and Miss Benazir Kachchhi (Planning Officer) both
stated “the entrance from Foster Way is the preferred option. See email From: Dave Robinson

[mailto:dave.robinson@officer.dover.gov.uk] Sent: 10 December 2018 18:11
Subject: Re: FW: FOSTER WAY CURRENT PROPOSAL WITH ALTERNATIVE ACCESS COMMENTS
Dear Tony and John, We are of the opinion that the Foster Way access is the better option and
would suggest we go with that and take this application to January's Committee. You just need to
confirm and submit any relevant plans. I would revise the plans for the Foster Way access and lets
see what happens at Committee. As discussed previously, I do feel it would help if you got someone
to speak in support of the application at Committee
Regards Dave

Letter dated 15th April 2019

Letter dated 18th April 2019

Appendix 3 – Site Photos
Image 1 - Trench filled with concrete

Image 2

Concrete
filled trench
is
perpendicula
r to the
raised
platform as
shown on
Image 3.

Image 3 – photo supplied by the applicant

Appendix 4 – approved plan showing site granted as residential
garden to Unit 9 which contradicts the applicant’s contention that
the site was never intended to be used as residential garden.

